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PAGE 01 COTONO 00281 171002Z 

15 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PRS-01 USIA-06 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 

/021 W 

113708 

R 170920Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8164 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 0281 

FOR AF/P. POPE 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US, DM 

SUBJ: PRESS GUIDANCE: INTERVIEW WTH WASHINGTON POST REPORTER 
REF A - STATE 37649, B - STATE 36397, 

1 . WASHINGTON POST REPORTER KAREN DE YOUNG INTERVIEWED CHARGE 
AND ADMOFF SUNDAY, FEB 15. SHE WAS NOT AWARE OF NOR INFORMED 
OF AMB'S DEPARTURE. HER QUESTIONS DEALT ONLY WITH HISTORY OF 
BENIN FROM 1970 TO PRESENT AND OUR REPLIES ARE ALL FROM PUBLIC 
RECORD. IN DISCUSSING NATIONALIZATIONS SHE WAS INFORMED THAT 
TEXACO AND MOBIL WERE AMONG THE COMPANIES HIT. NO MENTION 
WAS MADE OF HICKENLOOPER NOR DID QUESTION OF REVIEW OF POLICY 
TOWARD BENIN COME UP. 

2. DE YOUNG HAS OBTAINED NIGERIAN VISA. HOWEVER, AS OF AFTER 
NOON OF FEB 16 BORDER WITH NIGERIA STILL CLOSED. 

CHESHES 
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